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Proof that it's worth paying the price for a premium player

© Jaw-dropping picture quality;
battleship build; Profile 2.0 support

@Big and heavy; only matches other
Pioneer separates

EVEN A CURSORY glance tells you
that the BDP-LX91 is something
special. Sporting a striking glossy
finish, it sits at the very top of
Pioneer’s extensive BD range and
offers a rare level of specification.
Lavish in the extreme, build
quality is exceptional, with separate
power supplies for both audio and
video boards and a chassis designed
to negate every known type of jitter,
_Predictably, the player is no
featherweight, weighing in at
14.3kg, but the low-profile buttons
on the fascia help disguise the bulk.
The disc mechanism is also much
improved over previous models,
and the BD tray feels substantial,
gliding smoothly into the player.

Features %
Unlike cheaper decks, the BDP-
LX91 offers 7.1 analogue audio
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outputs for users without HDMI-
equipped receivers. This generosity
improves audio visual performance.
One HDMI output can be routed
into an amp carrying only audio for
maximum fidelity. The second can
take 1080/24p video to your
display. Alternatively, you can lace
them both up to a screen
and a projector, flipping
from one to the other via
the remote control.

Pioneer describes the
BDP-LX91 as its first
third-generation player
and its top-line
specifications include
12-bit colour plus a high-end video
DAC. A key element that also
separates this player from the pack
is the breadth and depth of its video
adjustment parameters. Not only is
tweaking comprehensive, Pioneer
has made it relatively approachable,
with modes designed for different
displays (projectors, LCD or plasma)
as well as a specific output
optimised for its 9G Kuro plasma.
We used the player with both a

plasma screen and an LCD
projector and found the display
presets both impressive and useful.
Other unigue niceties include a
localised version of Pioneer's Home
Media Gallery, which enables you to
browse content on home-brew BD
media (of little use until Blu-ray

It can pull a level of

detail and colour from a
disc which is nothing
short of phenomenal

recorders arrive in the UK), as well
as DVDs and CDs.

Ease of use # & xx*
Despite the cutting-edge
technology, this is a surprisingly
easy player to get along with. The
onscreen user interface is intuitive
and familiar, as Pioneer has
implemented the same GUI design
found on its current Kuro screens.
The idea is to make its components







